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Censorship takes center stage: 

Administration enforces college values 



Following the production of the play 
Rumors, a comedy dial ran from Oct. 3 
through Oct. 6 in Goppert Theater, the 
Avila College Administration, citing die 
mission of the college, reminded the 
Theater Department that the verbal 
content of some plays is unreflcctivc of 
the college’s values. 

There has been a mutual understanding 
between the administration and the 
Theater Program since the college opened, 
a trust dial leaves it to die discretion of die 
program to censor itself. — 

Despite overwhelmingly * 

positive responses to the langUU: 
production of Rumors, a 
complaint, pertaining to die 
“offensive language” of the intipp 

play, prompted the p r( 

administration to Utke action. 

“I think language of dial t* 1 

nature,” said Dr. Larry can 

Kramer, president of Avila, 

referring to the language used in Rumors, 
“is inappropriate for production on die 
Avila campus.” 

Kramer defended the administradon’s 
position, pointing out that the 

performances in Goppert Theater are open 
to die public. He went further, saying die 



“I think 

language of that 
nature is 
inappropriate 
for production 
on the Avila 
campus.” 



public expects a standard of decency from 
Avila’s theater productions, something 
diey can bring dicir children to watch. 

Dr. Charlene Gould, director of the 
theater, sees it in a different way. She 
believes there is plenty of room on die 
Goppert stage, for both plays die public 
can bring dieir children to and plays dial 
deal with more mature situations and 
subject matter. 

“We want to present things that are 
beneficial to die campus community and 

— — die students,” Gould said. 

Lori Bush Whitsill, 

! of that technical director/designer 

• for the dicaler, agrees with 

' e ,S Gould. 

(priate “We try to choose plays 
luction ^ ial :irc cnlcrla ' n ' n 8 as well 

as a learning experience.” 

Avila Bush whitsitt said. “We 

US.” don’t necessarily choose 

bodi for die same show. We 

would like die audience to diink and be 
challenged.” 

With the controversy generated by 
Rumors a hot topic, alterations were made 
for die final play of die semester, Getting 
Out. This, according to Gould, was a 
direct result of die administration's action. 



Getting Out, a play about die struggles 
of a woman just released from prison, 
dealt with a much more mature theme 
than did Rumors, but was without the 
controversial language. 

“Theater is an imitation of life,” said 
Sayra Player, a theater major who played 
Arlene, the woman just released from 
prison, in Getting Out. “Cutting certain 
words out of a play isn’t going to make it 
go away (in real life).” 

Although Player criticized die action 
taken by the administration, she did stress 

dial she appreciates dial diey — 

me allowed to perform plays WC 1 
that deal with the subject plav 
matter that a play like enterta 
Getting Out does. 

“This institution is a 3S a 

learning environment,” exp 

Kramer said. “This isn’t — 

about (me) coming in and saying, ‘I’m 
going to control all of this according to 
my standards and beliefs.’ It’s the 
institution's standards, to which I serve as 
president.” 

The words in question, according to 
Gould, me the “F-word” and die vain use 
of die name Jesus Christ. 

“For every word that someone may 



diink obscene,” said Chris “G” Gerlt, a 
technical diealcr major, “diere is anodicr 
word or phrase that means die same diing, 
a word dial is synonymous, dial would be 
okay.” 

The decision to limit the amount of 
“offensive language” is based on the 
mission of the college, defined in the 
mission statement. 

While Gould argues that a variety of 
plays reflects the diversity of die college, 
referred to in die Values of Avila College, 
Fr. Dan Torson, director of campus 

— , — ; ministry, defends the 

“We try to choose idenlity of catholic 

plays that are education, 

entertaining as well j ‘ For me lo say as a 

° * value statement, 

as a learning Torson said, “that we 

experience.” value the Catholic 

— identity of die college, 

means dial we value die tradition of what 
Catholicism has done for education and 
humankind. That doesn’t mean we 
dictate, or dial we try to convert people to 
Catholicism, but we’re simply stadng dial 
we’re looking at what it is dial we value 
about an institution, such as Avila. Our 
values come from that and there is a 
connection diere.” 



Six nursing students attend conference 



by Monica Haugsness 

Nov. 7 through 10 six Avila Nursing 
students seized ;ui opportunity to gain 
knowledge about dieir career field by 
attending die National Student Nurses 
Association Midyear Conference in 
Chicago. 

Inspired by a friend who attended a 
conference in Atlanta, Alaba Sicrra-Perez 
was excited when Avila received an 
invitation to die 1996 conference. Sierra- 
Perez’s endiusiasm encouraged five other 
members of die junior nursing class, Amy 
Gebken, Chachcre May, Tynisha Gant, 
LaKeisha Canady, and Karen Dewberry 
to join diis journey to Chicago. Their 
attendance marks die first dme dial Avila 
has been represented at the conference. 

The conference consisted of numerous 
workshops, exhibitions and panel 
discussions. Time management, resume 
wriling/interviewing, ediical decisions, 



and professional images for nurses were a 
few workshops the Avila students attended 
while at die conference. 

A mini review course for the NSNA 
NCLEX EXCEL, was held. This is die 
major test nurses must pass in order to 
become R.Ns. It was viewed as a highly 
beneficial aspect of the conference. The 
attendees were able to take a sample test, 
receive preparadon tips and review die 
answers. 

When die answers were disclosed, 
Sierra-Pcrez beamed with pride while 
senior students from odier insdtudons 
grumbled at dieir incorrect answers. “I 
was so excited to actually know some of 
die answers. It made me realize diat my 
educadon at Avila is really preparing us 
for die future,” Sierra-Pcrez said. 

The conference also included a series 
called Finding your Niche in Nursing, 



where various nursing professionals 
discussed dieir area of expertise. Amy 
Gebken left this session widi a new 
perspective on nursing, “1 was introduced 
to professions I had never diought of 
before.” 

Over 1500 nursing students from across 
the United States attended the conference, 
and a variety of professionals from die 
field of nursing participated as panelists 
and speakers. The intermingling of 
students and professionals supplied die 
opportunity lo meet new people and 
explore, in-depth, die field of nursing. 
Exhibitions displaying various nursing 
books and supplies as well as graduate 
school information and career guidance 
counseling was also offered. 

The trip to Chicago was educadonal as 
well as cultural and entertaining. Located 
in the heart of Chicago, the six Avila 



students were able to accomplish quality 
shopping, lour die Shedd Aquariaum, and 
one student , Sicrra-Perez, lucked into free 
pampering at a spa. 

“1 felt like Ivana Trump, widi the spa 
massages, it was like heaven,” Sierra- 
Pcrez said about her relaxing evening after 
a long day of workshops. 

The Chicago experience ended on 
Sunday widi a breakfast and farewell 
speech by General Bcttye H. Simmons, 
deputy commander, U.S. Army Medical 
Department and School and chief. Army 
Nurse Corps. Though diey hated to leave 
Chicago, the nursing students returned to 
Avila refreshed widi a new outlook on 
their career choice. 

“It was a great opportunity to meet and 
hear people who arc and have gone 
through die same struggles. It gives you a 
sense of hope,” Sierra-Percz said. 
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Briefly 

Speaking... 

by Laura Harris 



Singers Wanted 

“The Avila Singers” 
choral group is open to any 
student, faculty, or staff. The 
A vtla Singers meet twice a 
week. Students can .receive • 
one hour of college credit by 
enrolling. Scholarship money 
is also available. No audition 
is held, simply an informal, 
interview. If you tire interest- 
ed in joining for the spring 
semester, contact Director 
John Rudzinski by calling Lire 
Humanities Department • at 
ext. 2289. 

Campus Schedules 

Ctdendars of all campus 
events tire now being posted 
for on and off campus stu- 
dents. They arc printed on hot 
pink sheets of paper and are 
located in clear plastic wall 
pockets. They tire located in 
Borserine, O’Rielly, Marian 
Center and die library. 

SUB Book Fair 

The Student Union Board 
will be held in die M tin an 
Center Alumni Lounge on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
Dec. 4 and 5. 

ASNO Meeting 

The next meeting will be 
on Dec. 23. All tire invited to 
attend. Contact the Nursing 
Dcparunent for more inlor- 



The Family Lodge 

On Saturday, Dec. 21, 
ASNO is working at a home- 
less shelter serving food. 
They will be working at The 
Family Lodge in Oladie. 

Ncuro-Surgical 
Nurse To Speak 

On Jan. 27, 1997, ASNO 
will be having a special guest 
speaker. A neuro-surgical 
Intensive-Care nurse will be 
speaking about her job. This 
will be held in Whitfield 
Conference Room at 12 p.m. 



Correction 

In the Nov. 6 issue 
of The Talon an 
error was made in 
the article “Seen any 
missing classmates 
lately”. 

The Master’s of 
Science in Education 
GAINED 18.9 per- 
cent. 



News 



Avila library: thumbs-up 



by Sheri Porter 

Stationed along a wall, across 
from the periodical racks in 
Avila’s Hooley-Bundschu 
Library, stands a relic from die 
past. A hand printed sign sitting 
bn top of diis' antique says it all:' 
Ra,l .;Pr-^Tlns' catalog is dead. 
Please 'use the Blue-Star on-line- 
catalog. 

Old cumbersome systems are 
oOtf technology.:, is in, and diis 
change is definitely lor die bellcr. 
Ask Sister Una Marie, Avila’s 
library director since 1970. She 
remembers when die library was 
stuffed into die lower level of 
Blasco Hall, before moving to 
die current location in 1978. 

Current statistics on the 
library show a building of 18,000 
square feet, housing 68,366 
books. 493 periodicals and 375 
videocassette titles. And diat is 
not all. Sister Una brags about 
dial new technology, and die 
ability to utilize on-line search 
services such as FirstScarch, 
BlueStar, InloTrac Business 
Database, and EBSCOHost. 
Students can also access the 
Internet. 

Avila’s library is unique in 
one sense: "We are one of dic- 
l'ew colleges dial lias die com- 
plete ERIC collection,” Sister 
Una said. 

She is equally proud of her 
dedicated library stall of five 
full-time employees plus 15 
work-study students. Of course 
her dream is continued growdi, 
widi a larger building to house 
more materials. 

The real test is diis: Does 

Avila’s library measure up to 
demands of faculty and students'/ 

Dr. Richard Woodall, chair of 
the business and economics 
department, gives die library a 
diumbs up, stressing that die 
move to electronic access of peri- 
odicals is very helpful. At the 
same lime, lie acknowledges 
shortcomings: “There is always 



pressure to have more resources, 
It is a balancing act between cost 
and need,” Woodall said. “Avila 
has a very gtxid small school 
library." 

Woodall praised die library 
staff, calling them refreshingly 
innovative. “The Avila library is 
very supportive. of what we do,” 
lie said. 

Woodall said dial students in 
die parale- 

gal program | -The libra 

law library growing phj 

al lJlc a real dicht 

University 

of Missouri- old SystCl 

K a n s a s new technof 

City, which , . 

J dAirm o HA/t 



“The library is in a 
growing phase — it is 
a real dichotomy of 
an old system versus 
new technology. It is 
doing a good job of 
making transitions.” 



specialized making tran 
library. 

In die 

natural science department. Chair 
Dr. Larry Sullivan also applauds 
die Avila library. 

“We’re a small college, and 
die library works to meet our 
needs,” Sullivan said. He too 
approves of die move toward 
modemizadon, saying Avila is 
“on die right track” and should 
“continue to expand and support 
die technological end." 

Sullivan describes UMKC’s 
Linda HaJl Library as one of Lhe 
finest libraries in die country, and 
an additional resource dial should 
not be overlooked by Avila stu- 
dents. It is too expensive for a 
small college to house all die 
journals necessary to serve stu- 
dents, Sullivan pointed oul. 

Also urging patrons to 
remember Avila’s small size is 
Dona Neuman, chair of social 
science. However, she tells her 
students, “go to die Avila library 
first; diey may have what you’re 
looking for.” 

Neuman pointed out diat new 
materials How in constandy, and 
dial the librarians are diere to 



help students access resources. 

“Students might as well take- 
advantage of their services,” 
Neuman said. 

Keeping current proves' to-be 
die library’s most difficult task, 
Neuman acknowledged, because 
resources are expensive. For diat 
reason, Avila’s capability lo do 
on-line bibliographic searches, 
complete widi abstracts, is a big 
plus. To supple- 

! [ j ment die library, 
y IS in a Neuman’s depart - 

;e — it IS ment lias an inier- 

omv Of departmental 

' learning/resource 

l versus lab for students 

;jy j t jig and faculty, com- 

, . . „ plete widi Internet 

1 J° b ° f connections and 

itions.” EBSCOHost. 

Also stocking 

an inter-depart- 
ment curriculum library is Dr. 
Laura Sloan, chair of education 
and psychology, who said her 
department keeps close to 1,000 
resources, mostly books and 
journals. Al die stunc time, Sloan 
appreciates die financial support 
Avila lends lo Hooley-Bundschu 
Library. 

In fact, Sloan does not feel il 
necessary to send her students off 
campus for research. However, 
she added, some students may 

choose to visit odier college or 
local libraries. 

Her one suggestion for 
improvement? Perhaps die 
library could be arranged more 
accessibly for students. 

“What we need is more 
space," Sloan said. “It’s not die 
library’s fault. 

While die library could be 
more physically inviting, Sloan 
continued, “It’s important to 
remember dial we are spending 
money on btxiks, not beauty.” 
Sloan points lo die Children’s 
Library, in die Eshbacher Room, 
noting dial 300 to 400 books 



have been added diere. “It’s not 
a large collection, but it’s good,” 
she said. 

From a music standpoint. Dr. 
Cynthia Hukill, temporary co- 
chair in humanities said: “The 
library is in a growing phase — il 
is a real dichotomy of an old sys- 
tem versus new technology. It is 
doing a good job of making tran- 
sitions.” 

In particular, Hukill cheers the 
recent acquisition of a CD player 
. and die library’s challenge of 
replacing outdated LPs widi 
CDs. That will take time and 
money, she conceded. First on 
her wish list is a library listening 
lab. 

In die area of nursing, depart- 
ment Chair Dr. Susan Fetseli 
stressed dial the library lias 
always attempted to remedy con- 
cerns voiced by her students. For 
example, she discovered dial stu- 
dents were traveling to other 
libraries for resources held by 
Avila. The problem? Students 
were unaware of mountains of 
material available on microfilm. 

“There is now a plan in 
place,” Fetseli said, “lo make 
journals more accessible.” 

Not to be overlooked in this 
jigsaw puzzle of services is inter- 
library loan. Colleen Kennedy, 
assistant librarian, reports an 
average of 15 requests a mondi, 
including faculty. The draw- 
backs to diis service are dine and 
money; die library charges $3.50 
per book ;uul $2 per article with 
no guarantees on delivery time. 
Kennedy goes first to the closest, 
least expensive sources widi die 
longest loan period, widening her 
search when necessary. Libraries 
in die Missouri and Kansas metro 
area usually waive fees. 

If not ahead of die game, 
Hooley-Bundschu Library al 
least appears to he riding die 
coattails of die latest technologi- 
cal trends. 



members and looks for support 



by Crystal Richardson 

As the new and improved 
Avila dance team walks onto the 
gym floor, loud boos and rude 
names are shouted at diem. 

The Avila dance team is a 
non-profit organization dial sup- 
ports die adiletic teams at Avila. 
They practice four limes a week, 
and in dicir spare dme, in order to 
perform at die men’s and 
women’s basketball games. 

“We are here to perform and 
support die athletic teams, just 
like everyone else is supposed to 
do,” said Christal Williams, 
dance team adviser. 

This year’s dance team has all 
new members, except captain 
Lori Niermeier. New members 
are Therese Cox, Mindy Carder, 



Mary Dykslra, Jennifer Hillis, 
Brandie Klotz, and co-captain 
Sara Bcllanti. 

In years past, the “Spirit 
Squad” had had a had reputation. 
This year, however, no one really 
knows who die dance 
team is, and has no i 

idea why diey dance. 

“We dance because 
we like lo dance and Ml 

support the adiletic 
teams,” said Corder. i 

Most people al 1 

Avila do not know 
who the dance team is, . 

and if they do know, ,. 
they laugh and consid- 
er the team a joke. 

One student said, 



“The dance team is okay, but I 
don’t think diey really support 
die adiletic teams as much as 
they should.” 

Dispelling such beliefs is die 
reason die new and improved 




Photo by Dave Shelter 



Avila dance learn is trying lo earn 
the respect diey deserve. 

“We are not like die old 
teams, and want die respect that 
we deserve,” said Cox. 

The ladies changed their 
name, hoping to earn some 
respect, and are conhnuing die 
battle to gel respect. 

The new Avila dance team is 
performing al basketball games 
in January and Febuary. 

Pictured from left to riciit 
Therese cox (on a knee), 
Jennifer mills, Mary pylostra, 
Kelley Morrls, Lori 
Niermeier, Sara Bellanti, 
Mindv Corder 

Not Pictured: Brandie Klotz, 
Adviser, Chrlstal Williams 
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Where’s your mustache? a nati 

campaign to get students to drink more milk 



by Kelly Turner 



ADVANTAGE: College Student Milk Drinkers 

College students who drink milk tend to lead a healthier lifestyle than college students 



COLLEGE 

CONTRADICTION 



Although many people 
believe that college students 
are too busy to worry about 
their health, a new survey 
by Roper Starch Research, 
in conjunction with Rolling 
Slone magazine, reveals just 
the opposite. In tact, 98 per- 
cent of college students 
report that they try to main- 
tain a healthy lifestyle. 

However, 74 percent of 
the 500 students surveyed 
admit to drinking less than 
one glass of milk per day. 

These statistics have led to 
what the National Institute 
of Health (N1H) has called a 
calcium crisis among col- 
lege students. 

“College students are 
depriving themselves of a 
mineral that is essential for 
helping to build bone mass 
during growth years, main- 
tain bone density as an adult 
and slow the rate of bone 
loss caused by aging," said 
Dr. Susan Barr, professor of nutrition 
at the University of British Columbia, 
Vancouver. 

In order to maintain a calcium-rich 
diet, the NIH suggests students drink 
at least three 8-ounce glasses of milk 
each day. 

The NIH also recommends stu- 
dents monitoring their fat-intake drink 
skim or 1 percent milk. 

“The current obsession with fat and 
calories has college students cutting 



site which 
links stu- 
dents to per- 
sonal train- 
ers, plus a 
free Milk 
101 calendar 
which offers 
tips and 
recipes to 
help busy 
students 
achieve daily 
milk recom- 
mendations. 

The cal- 
endar also 
features sev- 
eral new 
celebrities 
sporting their 
milk mus- 
taches. 

The Web 
site offers 
visitors a 
customized 
diet/nutrilion 
analysis from a personal trainer based 
on their age, sex and personal goals. 

By entering this information, stu- 
dents will receive a customized fat, 
calorie and calcium analysis with sug- 
gestions for better eating. 

To customize a diet with a person- 
al trainer, or to order a free Milk, 
Where’s Your Mustache? calendar, 
visit the Why Milk? Web site at: 
http://www.whymilk.com, or call 1- 



> Calcium watch 

Milk drinkers are three times more likely 
to watch the amount el caidum they get 
in their diets than non-milk drinkers. 



A gap between dietary ideab and 
behavior exists among college-age stu- 
dents. A quick look at the facts and reali- 
ty according to the College Eating Index: 



What students say... 

• 98% of college students are con 
cerned about being healthy 



> Fast food 

Milk drinkers eat fast food less 
frequently than non-milk drinkers. 



> Eating vegetables 

Milk drinkers versus non-milk drinkers 
are more likely to eat their vegetables. 



80% of college students say that 
they eat a well-balanced diet 
50% of students say they watch their 
fat-intake 



Source: College Eat:ng Index survey, conducted by Roper Starch Worldwide and Rolling Slone magazine. 1996. 



What students do 



Only 52% say they regularly have a 
well-balanced meal. 

75% agree they should be eating 
healthier 



Dear Avila Community, 

Tel. l-8(M)-GO-AVILA or (816) 942- Degree Program of Interest; 

I encourage you to promote 8400 ext. 3500 
our undergraduate and graduate pro- FAX (816) 942-3362 
grams to prospective students and e-mail address: 
teachers who can recommend Avila Admissions@mail. Avila edu 

College to their own students. 

Please use this form to give us This person is a: potential stu 

the name and address of prospective 
students who could be interested in 
Avila programs so we can send them 
recruitment materials. 

You may also use the form to 
send us contact information for 
teachers or other potential referral Name 
sources. 

Indicate whether the name you 

give us is a student prospect or a Street: 
potential referral person. 

Please return the information to: 

Admissions Office 
Avila College 
11901 Womall Road 
Kansas City, MO 64145 



Term / Year of Desired Enrollment 
(e.g. Fall ‘97): 



Comments 



______ teacher or 

influencer who could refer students 
to Avila 



Contact’s name and class year 
Maiden name: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip 



Phone: 



Please feel free to make multiple 
copies* 



City: 

State: 

Zip:__ 

Telephone 



Thank you for your time, 



Anne Meservey, 

Director of Enrollment Services 
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Where are they now? 

Avila graduates succeeding in the real world 

By Lori Gibson 



As the semester comes to an end, 
and a new one begins, it is once again 
time to pay tuition. Every semester, 
as students sign thousands of dollars 
over to Avila, doubt plays in their 
minds. Is my education really worth 
this amount? Where is this going to 
get me in life? 

All students have 
these mental debates. 

In an attempt to find 
out just what tut Avila 
education can do, I 
located three Avila 
graduates to see where 
Avila has taken them 
in life. 

Mary Ann Cappo, 
president of Lite board 
at Highlawn 






Mary Ann Cappo, 1982 
Graduate, with her son. 



Montessori School, _ 

, , .... Graduate, wr 

graduated Irom Avila in 

1982. Her degree in 

Montessori and elementary education 

allows her to hold the position she 

docs today. Although Avila is no 

longer a training center for 

Montessori, at the time it was the 

only college in die nadon offering die 

dual degree. That was Cappo’s 

primary reason for choosing Avila. 

“I have die absolute best 
Montessori training diere is,” Cappo 
said. 

The degree of training Cappo 
received was a direct result of Ms. 
Lena. Ms. Lena studied under Dr. 
Maria Montessori, die developer of 
the Montessori method. Ms. Lena 
traveled to Avila twice a year to 
administer the training. 

"The training with Ms. Lena was 
incredible,” Cappo said. “I would put 
my training up against any other 
teacher.” 

The rest of die year, Cappo studied 
elementary educadon. 

“If someone wanted to go into 
early childhood educadon I would 
recommend Avila wholeheartedly,” 
Cappo said. “It’s die best early 
childhood education program I’ve 
ever seen.” 

Cappo moved to Lawrence alter 
graduadon and found a job shortly 
thereafter. She taught undl she had 



children, dicn chose to stay at home. 

“I use die method I learned to 
parent, as well as I did to teach,” 
Cappo said. 

If Cappo chose to teach again, she 
is confident she would have no 
problem finding a job today widi her 
degree. She says her educadon at 
photo provided by Avila was 

Mary Ann Cappo “comprehensive. 

The word 
comprehensive 
_ sums up how Mike 
j Maupin, a 1993 
graduate, feels 
about his 

educadon as well. 

“Avila prepared 
me in every way 
for my career 
pro, 1982 field,” Maupin 

rn her son. said. “I received 

an excellent 

education diere.” 

Maupin presendy uses his degree 
in communication as a video 
editor/production assistant for 
American Media Group. American 
Media Group produces television 
commercials. Before accepung diis 
posidon, he did freelance work. 

“I thought about freelancing and 
liked die idea, but I decided I needed 
more experience sw I could obtain a 
wider customer base,” Maupin said. 

Maupin began freelancing al ter he 
was laid off from Black & Veatch, 
his first job. He worked as a video 
communicadon specialist for two and 
a half years before Black & Vcatch 
downsized, taking out their whole 
video department. He produced 
internal videos for purposes such as 
training and marketing. 

“Avila was very helpful in finding 
my first job,” Maupin said. “I 
networked with one of my professors. 
Networking is seventy percent of 
finding a job today.” 

Although Maupin is probably 
most remembered by Avila for an 
article he wrote criticizing llie dorms 
that was published in The Talon, he 
remembers Avila the most for the 
well-rounded education he received, 
the student to teacher ratio, and his 



favorite teacher. 

“I can’t say enough nice tilings 
about Dotty Hamilton,” Maupin said. 
“She is an excellent teacher and 
really motivated me to excel in my 
studies.” 

Whitney Walters feels the same 
way about a teacher she had. 

“Janet Ahlstrom was a great 
mentor,” Walters said. 

Walters, a May 1996 graduate, 

received her Bachelor’s of Science 

degree in nursing. She presently is 

employed at KU Medical Center as a 

pediatric , .,,, 

photo provided by 

Jhc 

grade el ion^ 

degree, helped : 
to get her foot ? 
in the door. 

Walters jf 

leels she Whitney Walters 
learned the 1996 Graduate 
most she 
could while at Avila. 

“Avila provided me with the 
building blocks to continue learning 
today,” Walters said. 

Wallers originally chose Avila 
because she liked the small, private 
aunosphere, as well as the student to 
teacher ratio. These factors, along 
will) the quality of die professors, 
helps Walters to have an edge over 
other new nurses. 

“There is anodier new graduate 
that was hired along with me,” 
Walters said. “I feel I have skills she 
does not have.” 

Wallers hopes to continue what 
she is doing now. She feels that, 
because of her degree from Avila she 
will be able to. 

“Avila’s nursing program is the 
oldest in Kansas City,” Walters said. 
“It has a great reputation.” 

As you write die huge check for 
tuition, consider what diese former 
students had to say, and breathe easy. 
It is wordi it! 



The Twelve Days of Christmas: 

Twelve meaningful gifts you can give this Christmas without spending a fortune. 

by Kelly Turner 



“Oh no! Only twelve days undl Chrisdnas and I’m still 
UK) broke to do my Clirisunas shopping!” 

Sound familiar? 

If so, allow die following list to guide you dirough die 
Christmas season, and to help relieve die financial 
headache it tends to bring. You really do not have to 
spend a fortune to put die spirit of giving back into 
Christmas! 

1. Leave your spare change in the vending 
machine or pay phone. 

2. Send a thank-you letter to your favorite 
clerk at the gas station, bank, grocery 
store, etc. 

3. Pay for the next person’s order in the 
drive-thru and drive away. 

4. Return your grocery cart to the store 
rather than the corrals in the parking lot. 



5. Clip coupons you never use and place 
them by the products in the store for 
public use. 

6. Send a card to your favorite teacher, past 
or present. 

7. Secretly shovel a neighbor’s driveway. 

8. Serve dinner for the homeless at a 
homeless shelter. 

9. Go Christmas caroling to a hospital or 
nursing home. 

10. Donate the coat or sweater you never 
wear anymore to a local charity. 

11. Offer the mail carrier a cup of hot coffee, 
tea, or cocoa. 

12. Tell an in-law how special he or she is 
(just do not laugh while you arc doing it). 



Cheap things to 
eat and places 
to go 

by Amanda Nedrud and Mary Lopez 

If you are like most people, wanting to dike your 
date out for dinner but not wanting to have to shell out 
the big bucks, then read on! We have a menu and drink 
special for every night of die week, designed for the 
struggling student. 

Monday 

Monday Night Football brings us to Barleys 
Brewhaus at 11924 W. 119th St. Here you can watch 
die game and eat a Big Barley Burger. You also get a 
side of either Trench fries or a tossed salad. All this 
for $3.50. The drink special varies from week to 
week. 

Tuesday 

It’s Taco Tuesday Night! At Tanners, located at 
10146 W. 1 19th St You get tacos for 50 cents each 
(No limit on tacos either). Wash them down with 
$2.00 margaritas and Coronas. 

Wednesday 

It’s Homecookin’ on Wednesday as Freddy T’s 
gives you a meat loaf dinner served with mash 
potaloes/gravy, salad, and a roll . All this for $4.25. 
Also, Freddy invites you to try a Big Fred for S 1 .50, a 
lOoz draft beer of your choice. (What were you 
thinking a Big Fred was?) Freddy T’s is located at 
9922 Holmes. 

Thursday 

Nacbos! Naclios! Nachos! Thursday night try 
Applebee's Bar and Grill located at either 1040 W. 
103rd St. or 11000 Metcalf Avc. Half-priced naclios, 
and margaritas on the rocks or frozen, for only $2.75. 
Applebee's also serves half priced mozzarella sticks 
and buffalo chicken wings alter 10 p.m. 

Friday 

Friday is dinner and a movie. First you go to 
Whisker Rlvey’s Neighborhood Bar and Grill, located 
at 1 1 124 Holmes, and cat dinner. They have one 
special, smoked chicken topped with salsa and 
monterrey jack cheese, served with a bed of rice and 
steamed vegetables for $7.50. Then you go to a 
movie, or maybe find another way to waste time until 
the Bar and Grill opens up the bar for half-priced 
drinks at 9 pjn. They do this to accommodate the 
movie crowd. 

Saturday 

Saturday, Avila faculty offer a free meal to 
students. It is called "Guess Wlio’s Coming To 
Dinner?” This is how it works. You can sign up in 
Marian Center or contact Barb Rctnsburg at ext. 2370. 
Once a month, a faculty member at Avila opens up 
his/her home for a visit and a free meal. How is dial 
for cheap? 

Sunday 

Sunday is left-over night Remember all those 
places you ate during the week. Well, didn’t you have 
leftovers? If you don’t, the phone number for Pizza 
Hut is 648-8888. They deliver every night up to 
midnight. 

Answers to Crossword on Pg. 11 
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Do not be alarmed, there are no poisoned apples on campus; rather a 
gathering oi' tremendous personalities, making it a chore for the students, 
enrolled in Feature Writing, to come up with just one Avila individual to 
profile. With creative thinking caps in place, Hi-ho-hi-ho, it was off to 6 6 
work they went, developing a unique way to represent a few campus 

faces. The end result 

Avila’s very own Snow White and her Seven Dwarfs. 



Art Schlumpbcrgcr 



Snow White 



Sister Ellen 



Grumpy. It is none 

oilier Uian our very' # 

own head of , ' 

maintenance, Art G. j 

Schlumpbcrgcr. It has 1 

been rumored dial Art 

has informed people 

dial his middle initial PiKfN 

of “G” actually does n| Vt 

stand for Grumpy. / M jm 

But just like Snow 

White’s Grumpy, Art ^ C * *V|r 

has a heart of gold lB ~ • 
beneath die gruff 

exterior. Who else would climb into die 
window of sixdi floor Ridgway Hall at 
3:30 a. m. to free a resident who had die 
misfortune of being locked in her room? 

-Ixmra Harris 



Dr. Nancy Ccrvclli will not be able to fix you up if 
you are hurt or sick, like Doc from Snow White and die 
Seven Dwarfs, but she can diagnose your grade as long 
as you read the material for class. Dr. Cervetti earned 
her Pli.D. in English, from die University of Iowa, in 
1993, as well as specializations in 19th-century British 
Literature and Feminist Theory. 

Dr. Cervetti said, “1 have always loved reading 
literature, both for die pleasure and experience and till 
dial I learn about die world.” 

-Dave Shelter 



Sister Ellen is a loving and 
giving person. She takes care of fife 

not just her seven dwarfs, but ,.A f|| 

die many odier dwarfs on ^ ’■ 

campus. She prays for diose in ~ ~ Ml ■ 

need, and gives caring, kind . 
words to those who cross her ’ ■ ■ ^ 

padi. She is a person of her • > W j 8 | 

convictions, and her values arc y At 

admired by many. She is like an ■ * "*v‘ : ! 

angel on campus because her ,' v-f M 

dioughls and prayers are widi ail 
of us. And for all diese reasons and more, that is 
why Sister Ellen is Snow White! 

--Diana Dierks 



Mike Dcrting was chosen 
to he Sleepy because he fell a jf 

asleep in class ;uid did not do Mike Dcrting 

it very inconspicuously. Once, in his 
Survey of Film class, he laid on die floor to view dial 
week's movie. In die meantime he fell asleep. 

That would probably go unnoticed since the lights 
were out, but Dcrting snored so loudly dial everyone 
laughed at him. People kept trying to wake him up by 
hitting him on his shoes hut he did not rise until alter die 
lights had come back on and the movie was over. 

-Delaina Renfro 



Mike Kruse 



Dave Shellcr 



This dwarf, of tall 
stature, has been plagued by 
a lifetime of asthma and 
allergy problems, qualifying 
him for die tide of sniffly 
Sneczy. As a child, his older 
! brodier enjoyed torturing 
I him widi a sneezing game. 
! He would hold dusty stuffed 
animals in front of his 
asthmatic litde brodier and 
test how many times he 



^hal^n^ikes him 
die Women in 

Literature class in die hopes diat it would 
enhance his abilily to get a date. Dopey is 
none odier dian The Talon Chief 
Photographer, Dave Sheller. Dave is a 
Communication major, a member of Alpha 
Kappa Lambda fraternity, and a member of 
the baseball team. If Avila classes do not 
fulfill Dave’s dreams of a date, at least diey 
will leave him prepared for a career in the 
entertainment business, if being a clown can 
be called entertainment. 

-Laura Harris 



Stephanie McElwcc 

f Duly die happiest people in die 

world cheerfully smile as diey cook 
*7 your french fries in a smoldering vat of 
* 3 y grease, or fry your cheeseburger 

specifically to 
your liking. 

And very few can wish you a 
wonderful day and truly mean i 
but Stephanie, Avila’s snack hi 
cashier, does — and does it ever 



would sneeze. The record 
number of consecutive 
sneezes was 25. Following 
tiiis game, our Sneczy, would 
wheeze for a while, but after a 
dose of medication would 
regain his composure. 

Avila’s Sncezy, Mike 
Kruse, is a sophomore 
majoring in theater. 

- Monica Haugness 







66 



Bashful 



jj 



Jamie Rowlett 

With a low key approach to life, it is not surprising dial someone would diink Jamie Rowlett to 
be bashful. Aside from being a standout on the soccer field and firm in his conviction to die pursuit 
of academia, Rowlett has the repuladon of a low-profile, no nonsense kind of guy. 

Like the blushing character in Snow White, Rowlett is not the kind of person who talks all die 

time. His philosophy on life is, “Doubt whom you will, but never yourself." __ Ben Henry 
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tradition in 
academic 
excellence 
for almost a 
centruy 



A, 



i JL vi/a College was born in a log cabin more 
than 125 years ago. Although it has only existed under 
the Avila name since 1963, the college has a history 
that dales back to the early days of Kansas City. From 
its founding, just after the bloody years of the Civil 
War, near the Quality Hill area, to the present campus 
in the city’s southern suburbs, Avila College luts literal- 
ly grown up with Kansas City. 

In 1K36, six Sisters of St. Joseph left Lyons, France, 
bound for America. Originally settling in the St. Louis 
area, they founded a convent in Kahokia, Illinois, and a 
school for the deaf near St. Louis. 

• > Located in Carondelel, today this is 



the internationally known Saint 

Joseph ’s Institute for 

the Deaf. mtmiea m 



The origional Mother House in 
Carondelet Missouri was the 

SITE THAT THE SISTERS KIRST SETTLED 
IN UPON TIIEIR ARRIVAL TO AMERICA 
OVER 125 YEARS AGO. LOCATED 

near St. Louis, tiie Sisters imme- 
diately KEOAN T1IE1R MISSION OE 
EDUCATION, FOUNDING THE ST. 

Joseph’s Insitute for the Deaf 
and St. Josepiis’s Academy. 



In 1866, (lie modi- 
Mir er superior of the St. 

Louis congregation 

sent six of llie sisters 5^* 

1,1 Kansas City to 
found a school. In 

f .//, • 

September of 1866, classes began in St. 

Joseph's Academy, with approximately 
140 students. The following year the Only four i 
name was changed to St. Teresa’s it’s birth. I 

Academy. 1>ksic;n Awa 

Kansas City was the starting point for after 1966 1 
the frontier trails to the West. It was the 
major destination for anyone travelling west, whether 
by steamboat, or overland, by covered wagon. Some of 
St. Teresa’s first studenLs were the children of families 



bound for Oregon or California. 

Concerned for their safety, the par- 
ents chose to leave their children in 
diis last outpost of civilization; to 
send for when they had become 
established in the West. 

By 1869, the first bridge across 
die Missouri River was built in 
Kansas City. Known as Hannibal 
Bridge, it opened up die West to 
even greater numbers of setders; 

260,000 crossed die first year die 
bridge opened. At diis time, St. 

Teresa’s students began to arrive in 
Kansas City by way of die railroad. 

St. Teresa’s provided a Catholic 

education for girls at the Quality I JimBBSk 

Hill location for 40 years, but over 
those years die area changed from a residendal to a 
business district. In 1910, St. Teresa’s Academy 
moved to a 20 acre campus at 5600 Main Street, built 
on lmid dial had been purchased from J.C. Nichols. 

Nichols desired 

dnsmeaas ii. 

^5’ ., UM opment of the 

_ . , Country Club 
Plaza area. ^ 

MHBHH Saint 

ildinos graced the Avila campus at organized a 
1966, Avha received an Urban junior college 

1, AND THE BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED 011 ^ 1C Cam P us 

VE CONTINUED IN THE SAME STYI.F:. Of Saillt 

Teresa’s 

Academy. Called Saint Teresa’s College, Margaret 
O’Rielly would become its first graduate in 1918. She 
would play an important role in die development of 



Only fthir buildings graced the Avila campus at 
it’s birth. In 1966, Avha received an Urban 
Design Award, and the buildings constructed 

AFTER 1966 HAVE CONTINUED IN THE SAME STYI.F:. 



Carondelet hall 

WAS ORIGINALLY 
HALF CONVENT, HALF 
DORMITORY. TllE 
SISTERS INHABITED 
THE FIRST FLOOR, 
WHILE STUDENTS 
TOOK UP THE SECOND 
AND THIRD FI OORS. 

With the addition 
of the Convent in 
1967, Carondelft 

HAl.l. WAS COMPLETE- 
LY TURNED OVER TO 



PERHAPS THE MOST 
TELLING EXAMPLE OF 
THE MISSION OF 

Aviia College, a 

SISTER TAKES A 
MOMENT TO ASSIST A 
FELLOW SISTER AT 
THE CONSTRUCTION 
SITE OF WHAT WOULD 
EVENTUALLY BECOME 

the Marian Center 
in 1962 . Sisters had 

THE OPTION OF ABAN- 
DONONING THE HABIT, 
BUT CHOSE TO 
REMAIN WEARING IT. 



Avila turns 
80, proving 



Defining the Avila Experience 



Avila College, and Us predecessors, have always set high standards of values and 
beliefs. In I'JS6, Dr. Ixirry Kramer, Avila’s first lay and first male president, led the 
campus community to identify and define these values. These are the essence of “The 
Avila Experience. ” The Avila Community Values: 



0 Excellence in teaching and learning 
0 The Catholic identity of the college 
0 The sponsorship and contributions of the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph 

0 The worth, dignity, and potential of each human being 
0 Diversity and its expression 

0 Commitment to the continual growth of the whole person 
0 Tnteraction with and service to others 



A 
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Regining in 1963, Sinter Joan Louise Ci.isii, from the art pro- 
gram, BEGAN TO EIU. UP THE CAMPUS WITH HER ARTWORK. AMONC; 
HER PROJECTS ARE THE WOODEN STATUES OE St. JOSEPH AND ST. 

Teresa. 



Avila College years later. 

In 1940, The College of Saint Teresa became a four 
year institution. The student body was comprised of 
181 students. The next year marked the 75th anniver- 
sary of die arrival of die Sisters of Saint Joseph in the 
dicn-fronder town of Kansas City. 

By 1943, widi America involved in World War II, 
many businesses were liaving a labor shortage as men 
were sent to die Front. Some St. Teresa’s students 
took part-time jobs at Wolfennan’s, Hall’s and tidier 
department stores and businesses on die nearby 
Country Club Plaza. 

Kansas City was still recovering from the devastat- 
ing ‘51 Hood when male students were admitted (ini- 
tially only on a part-time, evening basis) to St. 

Teresa’s 
College for 
die first 
dine in 
1952. Male 
residential 
students 
were first 
housed at 
die Avila 
College 
campus in 
1972. 

In 1960, 
dicn presi- 
dent of The 
College of 

Saint The site the Sisters oe St. Joseph chose e< 

Teresa, Kansas City. Many housing development: 



Kansas City Mayor H. Roe Barde turning the first 
spadefuls of dirt. 

In 1961, Sister Olive Louise Dallavis was appoint- 
ed president of die College. She had previously 
served as acting president after illness forced Sister 
Mary Daniel Tammany to resign the posiUon. Sister 
Olive Louise would guide die college through many 
significant changes over die next two decades, as 
America went through the turbulent ‘60s, die Viet 
Nam Era and significant revisions in religious custom 
brought about by Vadcan II. 

Classes began in O’Rielly Hall in the fall of ‘63, 
although die building was far from finished. Students 
and professors had to conduct class over die din of 
construction, and die window glass had yet to be 

installed. 
The cam- 
pus 
would 
expand 
quickly 
over the 
next few 
years. 
Blasco 
Hall was 
complet- 
ed in 
1965; die 




residence 
hall and 

saint The site the Sisters oe St. Joseph chose tor Avila coli.eoe was on the outer edge oe chapel in 

Teresa, Kansas City. Many iiousino developments followed the construction oe the oolloe, 1967. In 

Sister Mary which led to the upsuroe oe the beautiful neioiiboriioods around the campus. This 1978, die 

Daniel photo shows Avila under construction in 1962. The $200,000 site was purchased by Hooley- 

Tammany Maroaret O’rielly, who bequeathed hie estate to hie coli.eoe for further develop- BuncJschu 

announced MKNT ,,PON " Kk ,,KAT "’ Library 

a planned opened, 

move to die newly expanding southern edge of Kansas Students and faculty moved books from die old library 



City. This would allow for bodi St. Teresa's Academy 
;uid The College of Saint Teresa to expand and to 
establish separate idendlies. College enrollment had 
increased significantly; diere were now 5(H) day and 
evening students. 

By May 4, I960, a fifty acre tract of prime real 
estate was purchased for die new college campus. 
Located at die intersection of two of old Kansas City’s 
historic roads, Santa Fe and Womall, die property had 
been a Hum home. The nearly $2(X),(XX) needed for 
this purchase came from Margaret O’Rielly, who, 
upon her deadi, bequeadied her estate to die college 
for capital improvements. Ground was broken in 
November of 1962, widi Msgr. Joseph Sullivan and 



Library 

opened. 

Students and faculty moved books from die old library 
to die new, by hand, over Christmas break. The 
Thomas R. Zarda athletic complex was constructed in 
1991, and die Dallavis Communication Center opened 
in 1994. 

The Avila College Board of Trustees has selected 
Mackey Mitchell Zaliner Associates to create a master 
plan of expansion, renovadon, and beautification. 

Widi ample room for expansion on die current cam- 
pus, diis plan will guide Avila College in its future 
growth and development. As die suburbs continue to 
expand ever soudiward, Avila College will become, 
even more, bodi a physical and spiritual center of 
Kansas City. 
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I.N 1960, WITH THE ANNOUNCED MOVE OE TllE COLLEGE OF S r. 

Teresa, the sisters began lookinc for land on which to 

BUILD THEIR NEW COLI.EOE. A FIFTY ACRE TRACT AT THE 
EXTREME EDOE OE THE CITY SEEMED RICIIT. SISTER MARY 

Daniel Tammany buried a medal of St. Joseph, the 

PATRON SAINT OF REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS, AND PRAYED 
THEY COULD PURCHASE THE IANI). TllE J. C. NlCHOLS 

Company had been interested in developing this particu- 
lar TRAIT OF IANI), BUT APPARENTLY THE SISTERS’ PRAYERS 
WERE HEARD. THEY WERE ABLE TO PURCHASE THE SITE “RICIIT 
OUT FROM UNDER MY NOSE,” AS MlLLER NlCHOLS, OF THE J. C. 

Nichols Company, is reported to have said. Today, the 
site is amidst some of the most desirable suburban neigii- 

BORHOODS THAT GRACE THE KANSAS CITY AREA. 
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Story by Lee Walkington. Layout by Mike Adams. 
Headline photo of 80lh bididay cake by Dave Sheller. All 
odier photos courtesy of Sr. Una Marie Brumback and Jeff 
Randolph. 






Table for 20°. and always 

.. ... room for more 



Christmas slumber, Harris style 



by Monica R. Hauysness 

Originally, the oak dining 
room table was the perfect 
si/e for the family of eight to 
gather around ;utd partake of 
scrumptious delights. But, 
the six young children began 
to grow. 

The oldest returned from 
college with the first stranger, 
her beau, to join the once 
exclusive family festivities. 

Soon, more significant 
others paraded in and my 
mother’s philosophy, "there is 
always room for more," was 
practiced as an extra leaf was 
added. 

Over the course of time, 
fortunate significant others 



became permanent family 
members. With four in-laws 
seated, an additional leaf was 
needed. Hollowing close 
behind was lire pitter-patter of 
grandchildren, the final leaf 
put in place. 

Today, our dining room 
table stretches across the 
entirety of the Victorian 
dining room. A second table 
became essential. 

As the family has 
flourished, our holidays have 
resembled Halloween. 
Finding seating has not been 
the only trick, hut scheduling 
has become a struggle. 
During childhood the 



excitement of the holidays, 
especially Christmas, existed 
in the actual day. My 

freshman year of college, this 
tradition, like the table, was 
adjusted. 

Dec. 19 was our 

Christmas Day. Glancing 
around the dining room, a 
warmth surrounded me. It 
mattered not that we 
celebrated on “the day," the 
only necessity was that the 
dining room be filled to 
capacity. 

The entire family gathered 
together; this is the true treat 
of the Haugsness family 
holidays. 



by luiura Harris 

As a l'our-year-old, the 
suspense of Christmas Five is 
unbearable. 

When my brother, Donald, 
was this age, he crept into my 
room one year telling me that 
Santa had already been there 
and it was lime to get up. 

He came to me, his older, 
wiser, more mature five-year- 
old sister, to help guide him in 
his journey into "big kid 
land.” 

I assured him that yes. it 
was time to get up, and off we 
went to proclaim the joyous 
news to mom and dad. 

The time on this special 
morning was 3:30 a.m. 
Donald and I hounded into 
our parents’ room, anxious to 



share the joys of the season 
with them. 

Dad, who has never been a 
morning person, simply 
assumed it was a reasonable 
hour and got up. Mom looked 
at the clock, laughed, rolled 
over and went back to sleep. 

By this' time Dad had 
realized what time it was, but 
had already agreed we could 
gel up; he was trapped. 

He took us downstairs and 
let us each open one present, 
and then it was hack to bed 
until nine. 

Donald and I had him 
promise us, cross his heart 
and hope to die, that he would 
set his alarm and come gel us 
the instant it went off, before 
journeying back to 
dreamland. 



The story does not end 
there. The entire following 
year, my parents tormented us 
by telling everyone they could 
lay their hands on exactly 
what we did. 

When Christmas Five 
came, they announced that we 
could each open one present. 

Bursting with excitement. 
Donald and I diligently sat 
down next to the tree and 
were handed identical 
wrapped boxes. In these twin 
boxes were twin alarm clocks. 

Once they were opened, 
dad proceeded with glee to 
plug them in our rooms, set 
the time, and set the ahum for 
9:00 a.m. telling us that if we 
woke them up earlier they 
would send the presents back 
to Santa. 



The Wilkerson’s 
fpSp Trojan 
L~J Horse gift 
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by Katie Wilkerson 

Some of my greatest 
Christmas memories revolve 
around dark solemn 
Christmas Five Masses where 
we unsuspecting altar servers 
would become subject to 
Father Gregory’s intense 
love of incense. 

This passion was so 
strong that when the back 
doors of the church were 
opened, great clouds of holy 
smoke would billow out into 
the crystal clear magic night. 

But, I think last year my 
four siblings and 1 learned a 
great lesson through a very 
special gift. 

I remember Christmas 
morning the five of us 
decended the stairs and 
proceeded to transform our 
living room into a spectacle 
of boxes, gifts and wrapping 
paper. 

We were happy with the 
gifts that we received, but 
none of us had gotten the one 
gift that we had been hoping 
for since Thanksgiving. 

Only one box remained 
unwrapped, but none of us 
were really interested in it 
because, by its shape, it did 
not suggest anything very 
promising. 

Our parents made us 
guess what was inside of the 
six foot long, three foot tall 
box that resembled an upside 
down table. 

We all agreed that it must 
be a new desk for the family 



computer. 

We were allowed to 
begin the unveiling at 
one of the "legs” of the 
box. Soon we 

discovered that the table 
box really masked many 
more boxes that were 
prospectively addressed 
to the five of us. 

Out of that Trojan horse 
box came the new CD player 
and CDs I had been hoping 
for, Sam’s new electric 
guitar, a keyboard for 
Jennifer, and for Laura and 
Will; Gamcboys. We also 
received an upgrade for our 
computer. 

The gifts were nice but 
our parents made a point 
with that gift. 

Never judge a box or 
people by their size and 
shape, because appearances 
arc oftentimes deceiving, and 
never give up on what you 
are really hoping for. 

Christmas time, in our 
family, is a time where the 
seven of us can spend some 
of the quality time that is so 
hard to schedule in our busy 
life circles. 

Through the traditions of 
St. Nicholas Day, the 
decoration of the tree and 
Christmas F.ve Mass, we are 
bonded together and are 
reminded of what Christmas 
Ls really about. 

1 know we will never 
forget the lesson that our 
parents taught us last year 
with the Trojan horse 
present. 




A mantlepiece 
wonderland 



MEMBERS OK THE Tm.ON ST AH- IIOPK YOU ENJOY THIS ISSUE AND 
HAVE A SAKE HOLIDAY. 

photo by Rem Meatle 

The Bullock j ^ 
family bow 



by Monica Bullock 

I remember several years ago when every Christinas 
was held at my grandparents’ house. 

My dad always found some way for dial stupid bow, 
from packages, to get on top of our heads. It always hurt 
pulling die bow off of my head because I had a full head 
of liair at 5. 

When my sister was almost two, die hair on her head 
was nonexistent; in odier words she was bald. 

By die end of opening all of the gifts, my sister had 
practically every bow on top of her head. It did not 
matter to her because it never hurt when it came dme to 
pull the package decorations off. 

Christmas is die one time of year, now, dial is die 
hardest. We are all grown up and trying to move on widi 
our lives; it is so hard to come together. 

However, some way, everyone has dme to meet for 
dial one dme of year when we celebrate the birth of the 
one who is allowing us to be the way we are. 

Happy holidays, from my family, my friends on The 
Talon staff and me. 



bv Sheri Barter 

A warm Christmas 
memory, forever preserved 
in my heart, centers around 
my father’s magical mantel. 

Year after year, he 
created a winter wonderland 
on the wooden mantel 
above the fireplace. His 
wonderland consisted of 
simple cardboard houses. 

Bach year, on a 
Saturday morning in mid- 
December, I rushed down the 
steps from my second story 
bedroom to find battered 
brown boxes scattered across 
the living room floor. 

Nestled inside the boxes 
lay their precious contents, 
wrapped in yellowed 
newsprint. My father lovingly 
unwrapped each old friend, 
one by one. 

Assembling the pieces 
proved a slow and tedious 
job. First, a long roll of soft 
cotton batting transformed a 
plain wooden mantel into a 
snowy road. 

Seven little houses 
perched in a row atop the 
cotton snow. At the end of the 
block sat a simple white 
church. 

The bungalows, only 
slightly larger than the milk 
cartons that came with my 
school lunch, were 
constructed of thick colored 
cardboard. Rach unique house 
sported parchment paper 
windows and a perfect round 
hole cut in its backside. A 
single Christmas bulb filled 
each house with holiday 
cheer. 

Twigs, carefully selected 



many 

while 
in y 

china dog collection provided 
some life in this make-believe 
neighborhood. Plastic cars of 
red, yellow and blue sank 
deep into the cotton snow. 

The mirror above the 
mantel held the greatest 
magic: A miniature version of 
Santa and his overflowing 
sleigh, complete with eight 
white plastic reindeer, hung 
suspended over those rooftops 
until New Year's Day. 

One year, in a moment of 
inspiration, my father perched 
a high intensity reading lamp 
at the top of the mirror, 
raining white light down upon 
the scene like the Star of 
Bethlehem in a winter sky. 

The final touch came in a 
spray can, as a thick coating 
of fresh flakes graced the 
entire scene. When all was 
complete, I connected the 
plug to the socket, awakening 
the street. Warm orange light 
illuminated the interior of 
each home. 

The fireplace beneath that 
snowy Christmas scene 
popped and crackled joyfully 
every night, all the way 
through the holiday season. 
My father insisted on saving 
the biggest, fattest log for 
Christmas Five. 

Year after year, friends 
and neighbors came through 
our front door, always 
expecting to see that magical 
winter scene. Until his death 
in 1983, my father never 



and saved over the course of disappointed them. 



Happy Holidays from The Talon ... 
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Staff Editorial: 

Censorship - a wave of the future? 



Willi the bitter winter winds blowing through the 
Avila campus comes a chilling buzz word: censorship. 

As a Catholic liberal arts school, Avila operates under 
a type of duality. Sometimes liberal arts tend to push 
boundaries that the Church would rather keep in the 
name of traditional values. Such is the case with the 
Theater program which was asked by Avila President 
Dr. Larry Kramer to remove certain words from Getting 
Out because of their “offensive” nature. 

Kramer’s decision stems from the public nature of the 
theater performances. He said he fell sucli language is 
not reflective of the Avila Community Values, and 
therefore should be removed from the original script and 
replaced with more acceptable synonyms. As Academic 
Dean Sr. Marie Harris pointed out, “as a Catholic col- 
lege, we may not be able to do (certain performances).” 

Kramer also said that anything of a public nature, 
such as art exhibits, will be treated in a similar fashion, 
and that theater students should “find the need to make 
the adjustment,” since they might work in a high school 
or community theater. 

So far, administrative action has not become outra- 
geous. The dieater continues to deal widi relevant social 
issues, widi only slight modificadons in die script. As 
long as die program and die adminislradon continue 
dieir good relationship, which Sr. Harris stressed is die 
status quo, die level of censorship should be kept at a 
minimum. 

The potential problem, however, is where die censor- 



ship will end. For now, simply because of die nature of 
the college, changing a few words is insignificant com- 
pared to what the college could instruct the theater to do, 
such as not perform anydiing of a controversial nature or 
remove everydiing offensive from future shows. Right 
now, the theater is trusted to make its own changes, 
radier dian be told wliat it can and cannot do. 

Additionally, since a certain level of censorship has 
been established, what will stop more from coming in 
die future? Will SUB movies be next? ATV? The Talon'! 
The Art program? The everyday classroom? Right now, 
die line has been drawn at public exhibitions, but this 
line could be moved at die whim of die president. What 
right does die student have in hearing what he or she 
wants to hear? More specifically, what right does die 
dieater student have to act in whatever type of perfor- 
mance he or she wishes? 

The Catholic identity of our college, according to one 
member of our religious community, is “trying to create 
well rounded people; diinkers. That doesn’t mean we’re 
wanting to do dial through uniformity, dial everyone has 
to diink alike. The Cadiolic tradition is an educational 
tradition.” 

College is a time for adults, young and old, to discov- 
er more about die world around diem; for students to 
establish their own boundaries, not have boundaries 
established for diem. The administration should keep in 
mind dial, by definition, die nature of education is draw- 
ing out knowledge, not hiding it. 



Q 



Campus Talk by Davi 

&_ What was the weirdest or strangest 

Christmas you have ever experienced? 



by Dave Shelter 



Christopher “G” Gerlt, Fr. 
Tech Theater 




“When I was eight years, old my 
grandparents hired a Santa Claus to 
come and give presents to all die 
grandchildren. When he walked to die 
front door he slipped on die ice and 
broke his leg. We called die ambu- 
lance and it Kxik him to die hospital. 
That was die year I learned diat Santa 
Claus was not real.” 



Julie Coffey, Sr. 
Theater/Math 




“My mother was in labor while 
we were opening presents. She 
wanted us to enjoy Christmas so 
she didn’t tell anyone undl all the 
presents were opened. As soon as 
die last gift was unwrapped we till 
went to die hospital and my brodi- 
er was bom. “ 
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“When my family and I 
drove to California, die 
transmission went out, 
except for reverse. So we 
drove in reverse unfil we 
got to an auto shop. We 
spent die day before 
Chrisdnas, and die day 
after, in a Holiday Inn. 

We had pizza for dinner 
and opened our presents 
while watching a pay - 
per- view movie.” 



From 
the 

Editor... 

by Monica Haugsness 



14 days and counting 

When diis issue leaves die press and falls into die 
hands of its faithful readers diere will only be 14 days 
remaining in die semester. This final issue also trans- 
lates into 14 days before my college career is complete. 

The final 14 days will be filled widi nail biung, 
headaches and extreme stress as I struggle to juggle 
course work, projects, finals and die all important 
search for a job. This countdown will be constantly 
drilled into my brain as well wishers and curious seek- 
ers badger me widi die ever popular quesdon, “So, 
what are you going to do once you graduate?” 

Widi a deep breadi, I reply, “Find a job,” as die 
anxious state of uncertainty causes butterflies to pirou- 
ette in die pit of my stomach. The pressure is on from 
family, friends, professors, and most importantly, me. 

No one says, “Hey, are you taking a mondi off to 
recuperate from the sixteen and a half years spent sil- 
ting in a classroom, taking notes, toting books, pursuing 
what is termed as a higher education?” No one recog- 
nizes the deer caught in die headlight glaze of die 
approaching graduates’ eyes as they stare at an 
unknown future. No one remarks, “There is nothing 
wrong widi completing college in December and not 
having a job right away.” Graduates are simply 
reminded, “Don’ t look too desperate, employers can 
sniff desperation a mile away.” 

What, be desperate, never! The future is simply a 
blank sheet, but die moment a potential employer 
expresses interest I will refrain from bowing and kiss- 
ing dieir feet. 

The desperauon results from die fact dial for sixteen 
and a half years I have dedicated my entire being to 
educadon. I have spent die past four and a half years 
living in a utopia. As a full-time student living on cam- 
pus, I have known die joys and luxury of residence hall 
life where all die udlities and meals are furnished. My 
existence and efforts have been concentrated on studies 
and the essendal extra-curricular aedvilies, which will 
look so impressive on a resume. 

Each year I simply progressed upward. But, as a 
senior, there is no solid plan, no obvious next step. 

Sure, if I was interested in remaining in an educadonal 
setdng I could apply for graduate school and postpone 
die inevitable a spell longer, at least dien there would 
be a concrete step to lake. Exhausted by school rou- 
tine, I desire to apply my knowledge in “The Real 
World.” 

There are no words of wisdom which can prepare 
students for the agony diey shall endure as graduadng 
seniors. No sure-fire answer on how to balance course 
work and a job search. (If there is, I would like the 
person widi all die answers to forward diem to me 
A.S.A.P. I’ll even pay die postage). 

However, diere are a few small ways in which die 
stress could be assisted by die appreciated well wishers 
and concerned pardes. Those who have been through 
die fearful future jitters, should pause a moment and 
recall their experience and give encouragement instead 
of increasing anxiety. Consider providing best wishes 
for finals and reminders dial passing is just as impor- 
tant as finding a job. Simply, pat students on the back 
and congratulate diem for accomplishing a terrific feat, 
graduating from college. Finally, emphasize that diey 
will not be a failure if graduadon rolls around and diey 
have not landed a job just yet. 

These are a lew dioughts I shall continually remind 
myself of as I am daily presented widi die number one 
asked question, what are your future plans? I believe I 
will even try a new response, widiout hesitadon I shall 
proclaim, “I am going to take my place in society and 
eondnue my career as a full-time student in die school 
of life (A.K.A: The Real World’).” 
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K.C. Strings: Artfully handcrafting violins 



by Kelly Turner 

"The presenter of the 
concert in Bamberg, 
Germany was actually con- 
vinced it was a 
Stradivarius..." -Leila 
Josei'owics, touring soloist 




IAnton Krutz, owner of K.C. 



Merriam, Kansas, a little touch 
of culture and craftsmanship can 
be found. "There’s not just bar- 
becue in town. There’s also clas- 
sical music,” Anton Krutz, 
owner of K.C. Strings, said. 

Handcrafting instruments 
since the age of 12, Krutz, now 
27, has had the opportunity to 
work in several prestigious 
shops, including the shop of 
Philip Injean, located across 
the street from Carnegie Hall 
in New York. 

Choosing to leave the 
stressful, fast-pace of New 
York behind, and hoping to 
enrich the area’s culture, 
Anton came to Kansas City Ur 
join his father, Misha Krutz, 
and partner Rick Williams, to 
open K.C. Strings in 1992. 

Since then, K.C. Strings 
| Violin Shop has been restoring 



Strings works on a piece of wood, and handcralting stringed instru- 
soon to be a new viouN. inents equally comparable to fine 

photo fry Dave Shelter Italian instruments. 

Nestled among the old tattered As a result of this talented 
buildings on Merriam Drive in alliance, die shop has grown 

rapidly, and has added even more 



Anton Krutz carefully places tiie fin- 
ishing TOUCHES ON ONE OF HIS HAND- 
CRAFTED VIOLINS. 

photo by Dave Shelter 

expertise to its staff. The addition and 
of Judi Adjatikenyatta, a master 
woodwind technician, has trans- low 
formed the string shop into a culi 
woodwind shop as well. Cih 



K.C. Strings has pro- 
TT duccd instruments for vari- 
“B ous professional performers 
^ and advanced amateur musi- 
cians world-wide, including 
. the famous Michael 
rfg Karlsson, who is the 
- ■ I Conccrtmaster of the 
Ep Gothenburg Symphony, and 
{ I Wendy Putman, 

H Conccrtmaster of the 
!|| Louisiana Philharmonic. 

“These people have 
I played on $100,000 or more 
Jfl instruments. ..these people 
I have tried the best instru- 
V menus in the world.. .these 
E people have the choice of 
f any instrument they want, 
yet they chose to play this 
one,” Krutz said. “It is a real 
•n- confidence Ixxister.” 

Through their broad 
range of expertise, K.C. 

^Strings hopes to help revive 

and introduce culture to the area. 

“Kansas City has a very, very 
low reputation nationwide for 
culture,” Krutz said. “Kansas 
City is never going to get a repu- 



tation nationwide unless its art 
has a reputation. 

“I don’t care how well the 
Chiefs do, I don’t care how well 
the Royals do, you’re never 
going to get a reputation nation- 
wide until the arts are established 
here — and this is where it starts.” 

Although Krutz believes that 
building a cultural reputation is 
the responsibility of the entire 
community, he realizes the 
opportunity he has as a violin 
maker to get the process started. 

“This is something besides 
just repairing violins and having 
a service lor a certain 
clientele.. .this is a building of a 
reputation that gels a city known 
and put on a map,” Krutz said. 

“Every time a soloist travels, 
in the program guide, it says what 
they’re playing on. If it keeps 
saying, it’s a violin made by 
Anton Krutz from Kansas City... 
whether they are in London or 
Chicago, that is what will get 
Kansas City put on the map,” 
Krutz said. 



Play Review: 

A Wonderful Life ? 

American Heartland ver- 
sion is a wonderful failure ! 



by noth’ Wilkerson obviously, but I could not help comparing 

Capra’s dance scene where George and 
Poor Frank Capra, I bet he is rolling Mary fall into the swimming pool to the 
over in his grave. The American watered down, uninteresting AHT adapta- 
Heartland Theatre (AHT) has sufficiently tion. 

managed to ruin his heartwarming Another example of this would be die 
Christmas masterpiece. It's a Wonderful moment George, in the stage performance, 
Life, by making it into a second-rate musi- attempts to jump in front of a train instead 
ca l' of off die bridge. 

While die concept sounds reasonable. Not much time was spent on what it 
the final effect was disappointing. All of would he like if George 

the magic and — — — — — — — — j ia( j never been born. 

gcxxl iccling diat This j s vital j n or der to 

comes from die “/ ft a ve always been understand die message 
Capra classic has , of the piece, 

been eliminated. tOUChed by the ITIOVie, j s dreamland 
I have always fftg muS j Ca l reality that brings e rery- 

been touched by tiling together and makes 

the movie, but the appeared to evoke no George realize that he 



Zlrr emotion whatsoever 

tion, whatsoever, fr Qm fftg audience...” 
from the audience. 

There was 
nothing in the pro- ” 

duction that made it a poorly produced /; ’ s a Wondt 
play, but if anyone has seen the movie ver- of Christina 
sion, I really do not suggest wasdng the Claus, 
money to see the AHT produedon. If you tru 

The costumes, choreography and set it in Kansas 
design were very gcxxl, and seemed to fit version of It 
the dme period very well, but diey did lit- The Missot 
tie to aid die misfit music. prixluclion c 

The movie was not meant for die stage. Christmas C 
Scenes were adapted to fit die dieater, degree of ex* 



Cinema Scenes: 

Ransom and Gibson 

_ , worth a few bucks 



obviously, but I could not help comparing 
Capra’s dance scene where George and 
Mary fall into the swimming pool to the 
watered down, uninteresting AHT adapta- 
fion. 

Anodier example of this would be die 
moment George, in die stage performance, 
attempts to jump in front of a train instead 
of off die bridge. 

Not much time was spent on what it 
would be like if George 
had never been born. 
This is vital in order to 
; been understand die message 

. of die piece. 

' mOVie, ii j s ih e dreamland 
j I reality that brings erery- 

diing togedier and makes 



SOeVer really did have a wonder- 
ful life. The gloss-over 
snee...” on die stage did not clTcc- 
Uvely portray Capra’s 
__________ message. 

For me, the viewing of 
It 's a Wonderful Life is as much of a part 
of Christmas as milk and cookies for Santa 
Claus. 

If you truly wish to feel Christmas spir- 
it in Kansas City, either rent the movie 
version of It 's a Wonderful Life, or go see 
The Missouri Repertory’s 16di annual 
prcxluclion of Charles Dickens’ classic, A 
Christmas Carol, which lives up to its 
degree of excellence. 



by The Mystery Reviewer 

“We have Sean, and 
we want two million dol- 
lars.” 

Ransom starts out like 
a typical kidnapping 
movie. There is a child 
victim, kidnappers, die 
FBI, and die New York 
City Police Department. 

The gtxxl diing about 
die movie was die fact 
that Gibson, a wild man 
himself, and in spite of 
his own personal criminal 
crisis to deal with, shows 
no mercy or shame in his 
efforts to enrage an 
already psychotic group 
of people by totally refus- 
ing to meet their 
demands. 

One problem with die 
movie was die way Rene 
Russo’s character, as die 
modier, is portrayed. 

This movie has such a 
clever plot, one would 
think dial a contemporary 
remake of die film would IL 
include a character remake 
as well. 

Russo’s responsibility is 



Movie 

Reviewed: 

Ransom rated R 

Directed by: 

Ron Howard 

Executive 

Producer: 

Todd Hallowell 

Written by: 

Cyril Huma, 
Alexander Ignon 
& Richard Price 

Starring: 

Mel Gibson, 
Rene Russo, 
Gary Sinese 



primarily dial of a sland- 
by-your-man kind of 



In die original 1956 
version of Ransom, 
Donna Reed was cast as 
ihe modier, and every- 
body knows that Donna 
Reed was known to epito- 
mize modierhood in die 
‘50’s. 

At one point in die 
movie, Russo does 
attempt a meeting widi 
die kidnappers to negod- 
ate her own deal. 

Capable of dealing 
widi only die male head 
of die household, die kid- 
nappers beat her to a pulp 
instead. 

Russo is dien directed 
to die role of die nurturer, 
soodiing die horrific emo- 
tional distress suffered by 
Gibson. 

There me scenes in 
which die violence seems 
especially gruesome, but 
in keeping widi 
Hollywixxl tradition, die 
lunatics usually get dieir 
guts blown out, and diis 
film is no exception. 

One other diing I 
noticed was missing from 
die movie was die fact 
that Mel Gibson docs not 
appear, at any time, 
naked. Naked or not, it is 
always wordi a few bucks 
to see Mel on the big 
screen. 



Art s 

Thornhill displays talent: 
Senior Art Show opens soon 



by Molly O'Connor 



Thornhill Gallery always lues las- >, 
cinaling artwork on display. 

Anyone who visits the gallery on a , 
regular basis is well aware that a vari- 
ety ol masterpieces are continuously , 
moving in and out of the ait gallery 
for short periods of lime. 

There is always something new 
and unique to be seen, usually from a 
different time, culture, or a distant 
region of the country. 

But the Thornhill Gallery not only 
serves as a resource for Avila stu- 
dents, to experience die work of 
artists from around the world, it also 
provides the opportunity for Avila 
students to display their work. 

From the week of Dec. 6 through 
13, while most Avila students will be 
busy cramming for finals, seniors 
Lori Nienneierand Angela Vittorino- 
Wells will be exhibiting a variety of 
art work for Avila’s Fall Senior Art 
Show. 

"The Senior An Show is required 
of all Studio Art majors before they 
graduate,” said George Chrisman, 
curator of Thornhill Gallery. “It’s a 
culmination of ail lour years of their 
;irt work. They submit their work to 
die gallery where it is reviewed by 
Susan Lawlor, coor- 
dinator of the Art 
program, their prin- 
ciple instructors, and 
me.” 

Vittorino- Wells 
has been anticipating 
die show for quite 
awhile. 

“1 had to collect 
frames, choose the. 
pieces I wanted to display, and price 




Senior Art Show participants Lori Nikkmkiek ami Anokla Vittorino-wki.i.s. 

photo b\ Dove Sheila 



diem,” Viltorino-Wells said. 

She has invested a great amount of 
her lime preparing for die show, and 
she plans to exhibit work from a vari- 
ety of mediums such as photography, 
paintings, and figure drawings. 

Vittorino- Wells believes that die 
pieces she has chosen for die show 



reveal her ability to grow and 
improve her artistic talents. 

“1 use foreshortening in a lot of 
my pieces,” Vittorino- Wells said. 
“It s always been a challenge for me 

to draw foresh ortening." 

I like to use cilf- Viltorino-Wells 

also feels dial her art 
work especially 
emphasizes her love of 
nature. 

Niermeier is also 
looking forward Iti die 
event. She will be pre- 
senting several of her 
photographs, drawings, 
watercolor and oil 
paintings, and a few ceramic pieces 
for die show. 

“The hardest part is buying die 
frames, deciding what pieces I want 
to show and sell, and what 1 want to 
hold on to,” Niermeier said. “I have 
a hard lime letting go of anydiing, but 
I’m going to need die money.” 
Niermeier feels diat one of her 



ferent, bright col- 
ors that others 
usually don’t see 
as being part of 
reality.” 

-Lori Niermeier 



best characteristics as an artist is her 
ability to see different aspects mid use 
unique colors dial most people over- 
look. 

“There U uly are a variety of colors 
dial compose a picture," Niermeier 
said. “I like to use different, bright 
colors dial odicrs usually don’t see as 
being part of reality,” 

After graduation, both Viltorino- 
Wells and Niermeier plan to pursue 
degrees in Art Therapy. 

“They me both very dedicated stu- 
dents,” Chrisman said. “They will 
succeed because dieir talents are very 
strong.” 

All Avila students me welcome to 
visit die gallery to see die Senior Art 
Show. 

Chrisman states dial Avila’s entire 
Art progrmn is excited about die 
show. 

“It’s one of the fun, fun tilings we 
do every year,” Chrisman said, 
“because it’s nice to see how students 
uphold on a professional level.” 



In the Arts 
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Cocoa & 
Carols 




by Umra Harris 



The Christmas festivities will begin at 4 p.m. on Dec. 
8 widi die annual Christinas Concert, it will take place on 
(lie Avila campus in Goppert Theater, but with a twist this 
year, •• 

There will be die usual Christinas Concert, hut tiller 
the tree lighting tiiere will be a special treat of cocoa. 

The special new' twist will be when die newly formed 
Show Choir sings at the tree lighting. 

As tradition dictates, the Avila Singers will perfonn 
first. T his year they will he performing Chrisunas selec- 
tions from till lime periods beginning at die Baroque peri- 
od. 

There will be a lew solo performances. One of die solo 
performers is Reba Jones, but there are others that are 
going to be displaying their talents as well. 

Once die Avila Singers perfonn, everyone will venture 
outdoors for the lighting of die Avila Christinas tree. 

This is scheduled to take place around 4:15 p.m. The 
fir tree dial is going to be decorated tuid lighted is located 
between Blasco Hall and Marian Center. 

During die lighting of die tree, carols will be sung by 
die Show Choir, which is new to the Avila Arts Progrmn 
this year. 

The Show t hoir was started at die beginning of this 
yem, and diis will be their second pcrlonnancc. The first 
was on Pava Day, and all die Show Choir members felt it 
was a success. 

“The Show Choir is very excited; this will be a great 
chance to show off our hard work and make ourselves 
known to people on campus,” said Kate Lynn Egan, 
founder of the Show Choir. 

The newly formed Show Choir realized dial tins was 
die perfect opportunity to gel involved in die festivities 
and let others see die lime and hard work they have 
invested. 

In order lor Show Choir to get recognition, we must 
lirst prove dial we deserve it. This is a great chance for us 
to do so,” Egan said. 

Alter die concert and lighting of die tree outside, 
relrcshments will be served indoors. 

This is where die cocoa part ol the evening comes in. 
The Christmas Concert and performances dial precede die 
lighting of die tree is a tradition on the Avila campus. 

This event is sponsored by various organizations, 
along with die Music program. 

The Student Union Board mid the Alumni Association 
have all had a part of die planning diis year. 

Everyone is invited mid encouraged to attend diis 
annual event to help die students and faculty of Avila 
College get into die Christinas spirit. 



Theater 



Music 



A Christmas Carol - 
The Missouri Repertory 
Theatre presen Ls its 16tii 
annual holiday favorite. 

Runs dirough Dec. 29 
in Spencer Theatre. For 
ticket information call 
(816) 235-2700. 

A Wonderful Life- 
musical play based on 
Frank Capra’s holiday 
film favorite. Runs 
through Jan. ’5. 

For ticket information 
call (816) 842-9999. 



Annual College 
Christmas Concert- 

Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. in 
Goppert Theater. No 
admission. 

Tree-lighting ceremony 
following in the Quad. 
Reception immediately 
afterwards in Goppert 
lobby. 

Visual Arts 

Senior Art Show- 
Featuring the work of 
Angie Viltorino-Wells & 
Lori Niermeier. Dec. 6-13 
in Thornhill Gallery; no 
admission. 
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ACROSS 

I . Femicnled beverage 
4. Treaty 
8. Disastrous 

12. Major political party 
(abbr.) 

13. Smell 

14. Spoken 

15. Degrade 
17. Verb 

19. Tantalum symbol 

20. Due 

21. Bind 

22. Marshland 

23. Additional (abbr.) 

25. Feel ill 

26. 3.14159 

27. Course 

28. Make a choice 

29. Doctrine 

32. Division of the Bible 
(abbr.) 

33. Betrayal 

35. Prosecutor (abbr.) 

36. Potter’s wheel 

38. Neither 

39. Fdgc 

40. Old Hnglish (abbr.) 

41 . Storage container 

42. Allot 

43. Dine 

45. Muscular contraction 

46. Broom 

47. Large City (abbr.) 

48. Cut wood 

49. Many 
52. And 
54. Gem 

56. — Rogers (cowboy) 

57. Low speed 

58. Story 

59. Golf peg 



IX)WN 

1 . Total 

2. Confederate 

3. Make corporeal 

4. Model 

5. I.emon drink 

6. I*ath 

7. To track 

8. Female deer 

9. Iridium symbol 

10. Appraise 

1 1 . Dash 
16. Grass tip 

18. In reference to 

21. Very large 

22. Fish appendage 

23. Gone without permission 
(abbr.) 

24. Information 

25. Monkey 

26. Writing instrument 

28. Pacific NW state (abbr.) 

29. High rock 

30. Blue pencil 

31 . Gentle 

33. Article 

34. Male child 
37. Foot digit 

39. Detailed account 

41. I*rejudiccd person 

42. Molecule (abbr.) 

43. Exclamation of grief 

44. High 

45. At 

46. Man 

48. Below average 

49. Girl (slang) 

50. Fish eggs 

51. Sight organ 
53. Thus 

55. Egyptian sun god 
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Sporting My Mind 

T is the season to he happy, and since this is die last 
issue unul die new year, I have decided to make 
up my own wish list for die upcoming year. Some 
may not agree widi what I have put on my wish list, but, 
then again diis is not your Christinas list. If I could have 
anydiing in die sports world it would he. . . 

**Thc Kansas City Royals could 
yffiWa&ita somehow get Mark Gubiza back 

Si in a Royals uniform. He was the 

f - last standing member of the 1985 

i fill World Championship team, and 

getting rid of die last person linking 
/ 4j'f f®l§ ^ ansas City to dial year is not wise. 

** The Chicago Bulls win die 
NBA Championship again. They 
did not really lose anyone from last 
Monica Bui.i.ock year's team. Now had diey lost 
Dennis Rodman, or had Michael 
Jordan decided to retire for a second dine, I diink die 
championship could go to anyone in die NBA. 

** Tommy Morrison would go back into retirement. 
1 know that he wants to continue to fight, to show dial 
just because you have HIV, you do not have to give up, 
but running die risk of infecting someone else is too 
high. Tommy, I respect you when you told young kids 
not to consider you a role model any more because you 
were no longer one. However, now you are telling diose 
kids that it is okay to have HIV ;uid he proud of it. 

+ * To die die-hard fans of the Kansas City Chiefs, do 
not start die season widi too high expectations. Before 
this season even skirted, you said dial they would go on 
and win die Super Bowl. I know' anydiing is possible, 
however, sometimes you can set your sights too high and 
you are crushed when it does not happen. I still believe 
die Chiefs can win it all this year, but I wish die city, the 
media, and die fans would not put them on' a pedestal 
before it is all over. 

These are just a few of my Christmas wishes. 
Whether or not my sports Santa will allow diem to come 
true is unrulier tiling. A very comfortable easy chair, a 
nice, piping hot bowl of popcorn mid a cold beer to wash 
it all down, may help a little. 

From my easy chair to yours, Happy Holidays sports 
fans. 



Lady’s soar into 
new season 



by Amnrula Nedrud 

The lady Eagles basketball team improved dieir record 
to 2-0 as diey won dieir home opener, taking an 80-76 
decision over Graceland College. This is die second time 
in this early season that diey have defeated Graceland 
College. 

“We are playing well right, now but we have had poor 
slnxiung,” said junior guard/forward Delaina Renfro. 
“We have shot only 32 percent from die field and 67 per- 
cent from the free dirow line. However, our defensive 
pressure has been tough.” 

Leading die Eagles scoring charge was sophomore for- 
ward/center Kelly Schnepp, who had 14 points. Junior 
forward/center Jessica Pankey also added 12 points and 
pulled down 1 1 rebounds. Senior forward/center Amy 
Hamm also chipped in widi 12 points. 

“We need to work on a few areas, but other dian diat 
we are playing hard,” said senior forward Carla Miller. 
“We also have been playing together as a team, mid dial 
is mi important factor in our first couple victories.” 



Individuals, Student 

Organizations and Small Groups to Promote 

1997 Spring Break Travel 
Packages 

Earn MONEY and FREE TRIPS 
Call INTER-CAMPUS PROGRAMS 

1-800-327-6013 



Men’s basketball 
season underway 










by Amanda Nedrud -f f 

The Avila Eagles won for the first time diis season, 
as diey beat Ottawa College 66-57. That win brings die 
Eagles record to 1 - 1 . 

“I can’t say enough about our defense,” said Head 
Coach Fred Turner. “They have really stepped up and 
carried us." 

Senior point guard Eric Greblc agreed widi Turner, 
adding, “Our defense kept us in the game and probably 
won die game for us.” 

Leading die Eagles was junior center George Mallon, 
who had 24 points and 6 rebounds. Mallon was also 
named MCAC player of die week. Senior guard Ben 
Kimminau also added 12 points and sophomore forward 
Terrel Tigncr pulled down 12 rebounds. 

“All and all we are playing good. These guys are 
really working hard," said Turner. “Some how it will all 
come logedier, it just takes time and hard work.” 

The Eagles will be on die road a lot over winter 
break, including trips to Liberty, Mo. mid Mt. Vernon, 

* 0Wa - NtlMBl 

They will come back home on Jan. 6, when diey will baskk 
hike on Baker University. 



Athletic Department 
gets new attractions 

by Kari Donnell 

New and improved attractions may be drawing more 
attention towards Avila’s adilelic progrmns. Widi die 
addition of new scoreboards, belter sound systems, more 
advanced weights, and even cushioned chairs displaying 
die Avila logo, bodi die adiletes mid die audiences' 
interests are growing rapidly. 

Over die last couple of years, Mike Crozier, Avila’s 
athletic director, and Jim Huber, Jr., die assistant adilelic 
director, have looked at die needs of die college’s athlet- 
ics program. 

“We were hoping to make games more of an event 
for die students, and thought diese additions would real- 
ly make a difference,” Huber said. 

Yet, for all of diese accommodations to be possible, 
proper funding was mandatory. Corporate sponsors 
such as Coca Cola, Pepsi, Hy Vee, Subway, and odier 
local businesses chipped in to Avila’s cause. Teaming 
up widi diese supporters has allowed die adiletics pro- 
grrnn to prosper. 

Students, who religiously attended compedtions here 
at Avila, often found themselves filling in dead space 
during half-dme and time-outs. Now, dianks to die new 
sound systems in the gym and outside on die playing 
fields, music fills the void and adds extra excitement to 
all activities. 

“The music gets everyone hyped up and in to what’s 
going on,” senior Adam Holst said. 

Starting in January, games in the Mabce Fieldhouse 
will be brought to life widi a gigandc hanging score- 
board. Fans in every comer of die gymnasium will be 
able to check out die score on die board hanging from 
die rafters. However, diat is not die only scoreboard 
dial Avila is investing in. After several years of sharing, 
bodi die men’s baseball team and women’s softball team 
will have dieir own board. This new scorekeeper will be 
placed on die softball field, and will be convenient when 
both diamonds arc occupied by Avila’s adiletes. 

Not only does die money donated by sponsors go 
directly to the adileucs program, but to die fans as well. 

A local corporate sponsor will play host at every home 
basketball game. At half-time of diese games, prizes will 
be awarded to lucky audience participants. By simply 
attending games, fans may take home gift certificates to 
Subway, or even to Coleman’s Diamonds. 

“We’re a small college, but we’re trying to show the 
community diat we have good adiletes and diey need die 
support,” Huber said about die building of Avila’s adi- 
letics program. Widi strong teams, good facilities, and 
corporate promotions, greater interest in Avila is bound 
to evolve. 
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NUMBER 12, FRESHMAN DaN.N'V MullOE, LEAPS TO MASK A 



oholo b\ Dave Shelter 










Accomplishments... 





For the Men s NCAA 
Basketball Finals- 
March 28 -April 1 . 
See your Hertt Jones 
rep lor details 



$40 

offlOK 

Gold 




Mtei/mtet-rntm 



HeiFfjONes. 



A Herff Jones, Inc. 
represenative will be tak- 
ing class ring orders at 
the Avila Bookstore 
Februrary 5, 1997 from 
Noon until 6 p.m. 





